
TIPS TO BURNING WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF CHURCH HILL 

TITLE 13 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS/ 13-101. burning of refuse. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to burn refuse in such manner as to create a fire hazard or to 

constitute a nuisance because of dense smoke or obnoxious odors. {2003 Code, § 8-101). 

Inside the City of Limits of Church Hill, there is no permit that is required. In the event that the burning 

creates a nuisance or a hazard, the Fire Chief or Police Officer can make the property owner extinguish 

the fire hazard. Please follow the below recommendations for outdoor burning: 

Follow these simple tips to conduct a Safe Debris Burn Plan 

1. CHECK FOR LOCAL RESTRICTIONS AND OBTAIN A BURN PERMIT IF REQUIRED

There is no burn permit required for the City of Church Hill.

2. NOTIFY YOUR NEIGHBORS

If you are burning wooded land be sure to let adjacent landowners know of your plans to burn at

least 2 days in advance. This will help your neighbors and keep you in compliance with the law.

Also notify the Church Hill Fire Department (423) 357-6666 and check for any burn bans

3. KEEP WATER AND TOOLS HANDY

Have an available supply of water and hand tools such as rakes and shovels nearby in case your

fire should get away. Mechanized equipment may be necessary to contain fires when weather

and fuel conditions make control difficult.

4. ESTABLISH FIREBREAKS

Rake or plow a firebreak around the area you want to burn. Firebreaks should be clean of

vegetation and wide enough to contain flames and flying embers. When burning piles the

firebreak must be wide enough to catch rolling debris. The taller the vegetation the wider the

firebreak should be. It should expose a swath of bare ground at least 3 feet wide through leaves

or short grass. It should be at least 5 feet wide through tall grass or brush.






